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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 2/13/06 
has been entered. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1 ,2,4-9,1 1-17.19&20 are allowable over the prior art of record. 

3. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

Regarding claim 1 , the invention relates to electronic program guides 
programming guide that facilitates the selection and recording of season premieres and 
the capture of ensuing episodes. 

The closest references Alexander et al (US 6,177,931) discloses television 
systems, including the display of, and recording control interface with television 
programs, video, advertising information and program scheduling information, and 
Naimpally (US 6,020,880) teaches receiving information from a single service provider, 
including obtaining Electronic Program Guide (EPG) data through the Vertical Blanking 
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Interval (VBI) of NTSC signals which are carried on a specific terrestrial channel, e.g., 
PBS station or on a specific cable TV station. 

However, Alexander et al and Naimpally fail to explicitly disclose a method, 
where the method further comprises wherein in response to the user selection of one or 
more season premiere episodes through the interface, determining a future schedule 
including at least new programs of the upcoming series, and automatically recording the 
season series in accordance with at least the future schedule. 

Regarding claim 8, the invention relates to electronic program guides 
programming guide that facilitates the selection and recording of season premieres and 
the capture of ensuing episodes. 

The closest references Alexander et al (US 6,177,931) discloses television 
systems, including the display of, and recording control interface with television 
programs, video, advertising information and program scheduling information, and 
Naimpally (US 6,020,880) teaches receiving information from a single service provider, 
including obtaining Electronic Program Guide (EPG) data through the Vertical Blanking 
Interval (VBI) of NTSC signals which are carried on a specific terrestrial channel, e.g., 
PBS station or on a specific cable TV station. 

However, Alexander et al and Naimpally fail to explicitly disclose an article where 
the article comprises a medium storing instructions that enable a processor-based 
system to, in response to the user selection of one or more season premiere episodes 
through the interface, determine a future schedule including at least new programs of 
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the upcoming series, and automatically record the season series in accordance with at 
least the future schedule. 

Regarding claim 15, the invention relates to electronic program guides 
programming guide that facilitates the selection and recording of season premieres and 
the capture of ensuing episodes. 

The closest references Alexander et al (US 6,177,931) discloses television 
systems, including the display of, and recording control interface with television 
programs, video, advertising information and program scheduling information, and 
Naimpally (US 6,020,880) teaches receiving information from a single service provider, 
including obtaining Electronic Program Guide (EPG) data through the Vertical Blanking 
Interval (VBI) of NTSC signals which are carried on a specific terrestrial channel, e.g., 
PBS station or on a specific cable TV station. 

However, Alexander et al and Naimpally fail to explicitly disclose a system, where 
the system further comprises wherein in response to the selection of the episode 
through the interface, determining a future schedule including at least new programs of 
the upcoming series, and automatically record the season series in accordance with at 
least the future schedule. 

Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher Onuaku whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7379. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Groody can be reached on 571-272-7950. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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